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Request  for  Proposal 
Guidelines  
202 6 Grant  Cycle:  Art  Speaks  2 

 

Introduction  
Escondido Community Foundation seeks to fund Nonprofit Arts Organizations with a prove n track record of 

producing murals in the San Diego Region. The Request for Proposal (RFP) will facilitate the allocation of 

funding to nonprofits for fully conceived , Escondido -centered Mural projects . The funding range is from 

$15,000 to $50,000  with the  potential of up to three projects being funded in the coming year .  

 

Mission , Vision and Goals  
The mission  of  ECF  is  to improve  the  quality  of  life  in Escondido  by  meeting  emerging  needs  through:  

• Encouraging and  increasing  responsible  and  effective  philanthropy,  

• Building  a community  endowment,  

• Providing  funds  annually  to  organizations  and  causes  

• Giving the community a vehicle for legacy planning and cash gifts that will benefit the residents 

of Escondido annually and in perpetuity.  

The vision of ECF is to inspire a culture of giving that support , strengthens, and enriches the quality of life in 

the Escondido community now and for generations to come.   

Program Goals : 

•  Enhance Escondido's image through iconic art and culture  

•  Increase community pride and identity  

•  Provide opportunities for underrepresented artists  

•  Support community -based, interactive designs that engage the public meaningfully  

•  Contribute to a healthy and thriving local arts community through fruitful collaborations  

 

Eligibility  Criteria  
• Projects must be administered by a 501(c)(3) public charity, school or other government agency  within San 

Diego County.  

• Projects must be on private property  in a highly visible location and the RFP must contain an MOU with the 

private property building owner s . This round will not accept projects on city property.  

• Projects must serve Escondido residents within the geographic boundaries of the greater Escondido area 

(as defined by the Escondido Union High School District boundaries to include the San Pasqual Valley, north  

to Deer Springs Road by Lawrence Welk Resort and out toward Del Dios).  

• Organizations should be prepared to operate  in compliance with state law  regarding murals being painted  

or installed .  

• The project must be achievable before August 2026 . 

 

What ECF Will Not Fund  
• Capital or annual campaigns  

• Existing obligations/debt  

• Scholarships  

• Projects promoting religious or political doctrine  
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Mural Location Options  
Option 1: Artist -Selected Location  

Artist identifies and secures building location , provides photos, measurements,  and fully conceived rendering.  

Requires signed MOU with building owner . 

Option 2: Pre -Approved Left Coast Engineering Building  

Address: Corner of Escondido Blvd and 8th Avenue, Escondido ; Wall Details: North -facing wall of privately 

owned Left Coast Engineering Building ; Dimensions: Approximately 10 feet (height) x 27 feet (width) . 

 

The building owner has provided the following content suggestions to reflect Escondido's rich community 

history. History of Escondido Boulevard development and significance; Building was once the original Radio 

Shack; Peterson's Doughnuts (beloved local landmark); Vintage lamp posts and street fixtures from different 

eras. Agricultural technology and farming heritage; Evolution from agricultural community to modern city; 

Elements that reflect Escondido's unique character and sense of place; Celebration of local landmarks and 

gathering spaces; Integration of past, present, and future themes  

 

Option 3: Pre -  Pre -Approved CCL Contracting Building  

Address: 1938 Don Lee Place Escondido CA 92029 ; Wall Details: East -facing concrete wall of a privately owned 

building by CCL Contracting. Please do not disturb business occupants ; Dimensions: Approximately 20 feet 

(Height)  X  69 feet (Width)  

 

The building owner has provided the following content suggestions to reflect Escondido's rich community 

history. CCL Contracting is a General Engineering Construction company specializing in underground water and 

sewer pipelines (Wet Utilities). Suggested mural content of the significance of water flow from the mountains 

to the ocean; Overflowing Lake Hodges Dam. The building is easily visible from West Mission Rd and The North 

County Transit Sprinter. The area is a gateway entrance into Escondido.  It was also an area where there were 

many citrus and avocado packing houses. Elements that reflect Escondido's unique character and sense of 

place; Celebration of local landmarks and gathering spaces; Integration of past, present, and future themes  

Note: These are suggestions only. Artists are encouraged to propose original concepts that capture the spirit of 

Escondido while incorporating their own artistic vision and community engagement approach.  

 

Grant  Seekers  Forum  

An  online  informational  workshop  will  be  held  for  nonprofits  interested  in learning  more  about  the  RFP 

process.  

• Date and Time: December 2, 2025 at 2 p.m  

• Location: Zoom  

• RSVP : ecf@sdfoundation.org  for the zoom link.  
 

Frequently  Asked  Questions  

What  is  the  Escondido  Community  Foundation  Timeline  for  Art  Speaks 2?  

• Grant Seekers Forum –  December 2, 2025 at 2 p.m.  

•  RFP Due –  January 26, 2026  

•  Shortlist Site Visits –  February 2026  

•  Final Awards Announced –  March 2026  

•  Completion Date –  August 2026   

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/7RQvcFf2gkLd2vgD6
mailto:ecf@sdfoundation.org
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How  much  can  we  request?  

Escondido Community Foundation will accept requests in the range of $15,000 to $50,000. Support for the 

amount requested is to be demonstrated in the budget.  There will be up to three projects funded in this cycle.  

 

What  reporting  is  required?  

Escondido Community Foundation will request a final report containing images of the work and process 

pictures. Any  project  that  is  awarded  funding  will  be  required  to  submit  5 high -resolution photographs 

plus a short video showcasing the result of the project with the final report.  

 

What  maintenance is  required?  

The nonprofit will be responsible for 5 years of retouch and maintenance , the details of which will be specified in  

the  grant  award  letter.  

 

W ho  can  I  contact  if  I  have  any  questions?  

For program questions or technical questions regarding the online application, please contact ECF  at 

ecf@sdfoundation.org.  

 

Application  Instructions  
San Diego Foundation has introduced a new grant application portal called Foundant . If you have applied 

recently, your organization already has an account in this system. If this is your first time applying to any grant 

program at San Deigo Foundation, you will need to establish your account, then click the “Apply” button to  

access a list of open the applications.  For additional guidance regarding creating a new user account, please 

see this tutorial .  Register and apply at https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=sdf   

 

Request for Proposal  

Project Title : 

Artist Name:  

Artist Online Portfolio Link:  

Location Details:  

Google Map Link:  

Uploads : 

 Site Photos  (5MB)  

 Demonstration  of Partnership  with Location ( MOU ) 

Description of proposed project  including relevance to Escondido, dimensions, location  and themes ( 1500 

Characters)  

Project Rendering:  (5MB)  

Check  yes to confirm this  proposal is  an original work of art.  

 ____Yes ____ No, this work is not original.  

Check  yes to confirm your organization can  provide up to $2M in Insurance .  ____Yes ____ No  

Check yes to confirm your organization will manage all permits and fees  ____Yes ____ No  

Project Budget:  

Materials  (including protective coating) ; Insurance ; Permit ; Transportation and Storage ; Artist’s Fee ; 

Other Expenses  

mailto:ecf@sdfoundation.org.
https://support.foundant.com/hc/en-us/articles/4479853059991-GLM-Applicant-Tutorial
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=sdf

