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In 2025, San Diego Foundation (SDF) awarded $5.6 million in scholarships to more than 1,400 students, making
SDF the largest private non-university scholarship provider in San Diego County.

Opportunities are available for San Diego County o S Fsmoee Be  “Hsmoie 5e
residents pursuing a higher education locally and 2. ‘
nationally. Apply if you have:

« Commitment to your education
» Potential for successin college
« Minimum GPA of 2.0 for many scholarships

« Participation in community service, extracurricular
activities and/or work experience

» Financial need (including middle income families)

Attending: Applicants can be:

» Four-year universities « Graduating high school seniors

« Community colleges » Career/technical school students

« Career/technical schools « Community college students

» Graduate, medical and professional schools « Currentundergraduate students

» Teaching credential programs « Graduate, medical and professional students

« Adult re-entry students

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)/CA Dream Act Application

To apply, students must complete the FAFSA or CA Dream Act Application. If students can't complete either,
they must use the Federal Student Aid Estimator Tool at studentaid.gov/aid-estimator, complete the Estimated
SAl page and submit it. Students are also encouraged to share details about their financial situation in the “Other
Financial Circumstances” section of the application. If extreme financial challenges prevent students from doing
any of the above, they can explain their situation in the same section. If they are eligible, we may request more
information for clarification.

Application Deadlines

+ Application Open at www.SDFoundation.org/CSA: Wednesday, January 14, 2026
+ Application Closes: Wednesday, March 4,2026 at 2:00 p.m. PST

+ Applicants Notified: By June 1, 2026

To learn more about the Community Scholarships Program, please contact the
Scholarships team at scholarships@sdfoundation.org. Scan the QR code on the
right to sign up for email updates.




5% National Rainbow

College Fund

A scholarship to support LGBTQ+ students
(closeted or not), allies and more.

Created to empower students and fueled by
San Diego Foundation, the National Rainbow
College Fund helps you pursue your dreams

for higher education.

We are passionate about addressing the unique
challenges of students who face barriers related
to sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender
expression. Social acceptance, mental health
issues, and family rejection may be some of the
issues students face, but college affordability
doesn't have to be one of them.

NRCEF is here to support your dreams of higher
education.

1% scholarship
'S5 you be you.
This $2,500 award per student may be used for tuition,

books, fees, room and board, and other educational
expenses and does not need to be repaid.

Your privacy matters. We respect and protect your privacy. All
information submitted to the scholarship portal is confidential.
Learn more about how we protect your privacy here.

1king about applying?
Do you qualify?

NRCF scholarships are open to all applicants,
including those who have faced barriers related
to sexual orientation, gender identity or gender
expression, and are one of the following;

O High school senior

O Incoming and current undergracduate college or
university student

O Current community college student

O Adult re-entry student

Demonstrate financial need by completing one of
these items:

O Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

O The California DREAM Act Application
O The Federal Student Aid Estimator Tool

Plan to enroll in at least 6 units in a:

O Title IV-approved and accredited public or nonprofit
community college

O Four-year university

O Trade/vocational school in the United States

Application will open January 2026.

nestions”?
We're here for you.

Rogelio Espinoza

Manager

National Rainbow College Fund
nrcf@sdfoundation.org

(619) 814-1366
rainbowcollegefund.org
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